NATIOWAL AFFAIRS

The month of September has brought us to & new and serious
stage in the long story of Japan's advance at the expense of
china. The three~point policy of Hirota (general eooperation,
joint action against commucists, regularization of relations with
Banchoukuo ), of which little was heard in the months of internal
strain tOLIOW7*i the February mubtiny in Japan, has been growing
under flass. The spring and summer have seer long series of con-
ferences among “apanese military, naval, and diplomatic chiefls,
niow in Japan, now in China Bach was ¢losed with a sLaramgat of
~#complete agreement upon oar unified and unalterable policy",
while preparatlons were begun fcr the next, Something big wes
bre é\f“iuu :

The close of the summer brought a burst of unfortunate shoot~
At Chengtu a crowd demonstrated against ¢ Japanese visitors
time Lhe Chinese Government was opposing the Japanese intent

pen a consulate without tredaty warrant. Local police work was
quataE and in mob action two men were killed. (We must cor-
& pre evious statement by é?vl&fLﬂg that middle school students
ped to collect the crowd; allegations agalnst the West China
versity were unfounded.) At Pakhoi in Bwangtung a Japanese
ident waa killed, appareéntly by soldiers of the '19th Route Army
amid hostile propagenda. ¥or these two incidents the Chinese
Government mades proper spologles and took responsibllity, realiz-
ing local fault in Chengtu, and its own inability at the moment
to centrol the last splurgée ol the SU¢bLerﬂ,ma;c0Dtmnts with their
dangerous bluff of anki-Japanism, Two Japanese marines were shot
in Shanpghai, and a policem&n% in Hankow. The Japanese nevy and
other leaders were aroused, and they charged exbenslive plotting
with connivance by the ChineL Government. Later they admitted
that these cascs were attempts of a tiny faction to injure the

Chinesc Government by CaduLh@ trouble with Japaini; and furthermors

the murders were comnittee in concessions oubtaide Chinese juris=

diction, where Yapanese police were in full force.
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All Chirése statémenbtbs known to the writer regret these
cases in themselves, and also ss damaging to the general situation,
They do not represent any general activity. it is only fTalir to say
that 1n most countries there would be uorc of such a titacks, econ~
sidering popular rosentment against China's losses at the nands
of dﬁh@ﬂ, and the large number of dapanese engaged in unwelcome
occ&par:»nﬁ all through the countrys  Theére 1is tremendous antis«
apanése feeling, though practically nothing of an "anti-Japanese
“oveaeﬂte‘ Opganizations and publications of the type thatl
flourished durlng the *anchruiea $rouble have Dbeenstrictly banned
for morée then three yeara, snd very littl@ has escaped the authori-
ties. The murder 1m01déf1 are not being pressed now by the
Jepanese officials, but are used as a pawn in the bigger gamé.

Late in September the thiek clouds of secrecy were broken,
and it 1s known thet the Japaneése Ambacsador 1s urging acceptance
of Hirota's progrem with addltions or applications: Autonomy of

the five northern provinces (Hopei, Chahar, Sulyusn, Shantung
Shansi); Revision of ftariffs in the Ja@aneaa interest
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to pass upon textbooks and o lnspect schools es part of a
guerantee against any public expression of resentment agalnst
dapan; ﬂ*ﬁht to station foreces in important river and sea

ports of Gentral and South China (form of this uncertain).
Undefined economic cooperation would secure in advance any sort
of eontrol over communications, currency and banking, or natural
rescurcesy and joint action apainst communists might drag China
inbd war with Russia, or might justify wmilitary interference in
the interior of “hina.

Chinese lsaders have flatly refused to consider such a
program O0f partition and domlnation, {An erticle in "World cal1l®
will discuss the gignificance of the dapanese r équirements for
the future of China and for international rviat¥ons.} Whatever
the pisks of a firm stand, the Chinese f6el that they must take
them, JImprovements in morale and organizatlon are such thet they
esn rise above the ubter hopelessness of earlier years; and bthey
are driven by relentless pressure to Sth:Jib while it 1B yet
pOSSlle tostrur@le, though at Tearful odds in resources and equip=

1enkt. The Chinesé refusal has startled the Japanese, who séem to
bp trving now to eombine the l1deas of @ettlnﬁ all they ¢ an without
the involvements of war, and of demonstth that ‘the srmy and
navy are prepared tc do whatever is necegsa:v to bring China %o
“reasol“and "sincerity" 1n submission,

There is atill an expectation of nego Lwatlonu, W
drag along for months, and might even reach some paftlal or
tempwpary settlement that would "oaper over the crdcks"' but at
best they promise no PGCOQCllL&LAD_ of the basie clash between
dapan's claims and China's despai#ing assertion of her Will to
exist. Hirota aﬂd other hLQM officers speak of "the 1ladt chance"
and "pesce or war®, which Imply an ultimatum even as they claim
woderatfon. If one Japaneése general or admiral acts on his own
in the time<honored way, if Japqne e poliey turns to military
foree to carry out SOme particular step in North Uhiviz, 1f some
Chinese or plotting Yapanese or Korean sets off & bomb 'in a
§apanese barracks or consulate,; the hope of negotiation may perish
overnight.

Every friend of the two nations must still desire roason and
time and conciliation. Whexn once the military way 1is taken, the
Fast can harvee e De turned from:a fearful series of COH+11(E$$ n=
ning through the decades: to the ruln of China and dJdapan alike.
Thers is also no small danger of the wltimate involvement of

Russia end perhaps of othcr nations wibth great interésts In the

G

Pacificy while the common policlies of Japan and
anxious conneetions wibl uneasy BEurope.
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